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frica like,. eycry day. producing, liquid novi. 

| He: lince 21 Degra- 

| dation, Impriſonment,. was too little) pys 
niſhment for refuſal co. read the King's (as 'twas ſtil'd) Gra- 
cious Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience. And now F 
am as much Diſaffeced to the Proteſtanc Cauſe, for making 
ſome Obje&ions againſt tha Oath of Allegiance. 

ll. *Tis true, the wonderful Revolution ' of a few days 
is fo unfachomably Stupendious, that an ordinary Capacity 
may eaſily be induc'd to believe, that Miracles are not yer 
ccaſed. Such lignal Methods compaſling fuch an unthought 
of Reſcue, londly declare they are more than commmon, 
And your obſtinate refuſat of a Deliverance wricten in ſuch 
legible Characters, your voluntary depriving your {#lf of a 
ſhare in ſo great and unparalleld a Blefling, is a ſzcond won- 
der to me incomprehentſtble. PE 

Fac. *Tis not (I proteſt) from an affeaed fingularity, or 
a too high conceicedneſs of my own Opinion, that, like 
Athanaſirrs, I oppole the whole World by my ſelf. The on- 
ly reaſon is, that I may keep a Conſcience weid of offence both 
toward God and Man. I acknowledge the Prince of Orenge 
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has been the great Inſtrument of our Deliverance from Po- 
rery and Arbitrary Power, apd more highly deſerves of the 
Nation than can be expreſſed; yet I cannot forget thoſe 
Tycs and Obligations that fix and rivet our Allegiance to our 
Dread Sprefteign-Fames the Second. } 4 7 a 
| at, Wo arextheſe ſhrongand bing igatin; of ; 
-Fac. Thnfiumberren choufind, in Nature Tuperlanively Obli- 
gatory. 


Ill. Deſcend to Particnlfrs/anll nothinate one. 

ac. The Diates of Nature bjnd me to. Nagural Allegi- 

FE an boingby BAth a[Nzcurht Gubjed! rg he King of Great 

Britain, my Duty is to pay Homage and Obcdience either 
Active or Paſlive to all his Cammands. 

Will. 1 readily grant, thats you are a Subject to the King 
of Great Britain, his Woſty hath an undoubted Right to 
chalErige'yart Dbcdictice, bur the Gronnd and Reaſon of 
this Right does not proceed as an Emanation from Na- 
ture, as] immegiately evince, when I have ggyten a 
right ſerie oF yourtNorion of Paſſive Obedicgce. l 
'\ Part By*RH97 py Aon a kbm{fliye and 
agent . 4 he-Pinifh erit, due tothe gbſtinaee xetulal 
of Atively bbeytng tho Commands and Infftirictions of my 
Stp2riors, thatare eirher* inconftent with, or oppoſite to 
the ws and Preceprs of the Divine Creator. . | 
3 FPAIL Pttionct whagr Pun _ Lepally inflicted 
vpon us, ant there's ny. Bey! > Ara pa 15 4 Chri- 
{tian Duty, avifHHt®and obvious; borh from the Doarine 
and Exatiijle of did Sarigdr, Who deſpiſed the ſhame and 
endured the Crofs. the | | 

But if Paffive Obedience (as, you interpret ' it) be Sence, 
Pogitians are mich mifiyizn in'athcming cen Predicaments,; 
finee [(in your accyuntY 28 io and Pan are ons. © Obedi- 
ence Un all kr ry 1 ee ar __ has no 
relation 'to” ſuffering,” But always Hgnifics the doing things 
commanded. "Thus Exod. 15. 26. If thru' wilt heark.n to the 
we of the Lird, 'and to that is right in his fight. Exod. 2.4. 7. 
Afﬀccr Moſes had read 'the Book or the Law, the People pro- 
mifed their Obedience to 49 all thac was there in;oyned them. 
And 1 Sam. 24. 19. King Sau! for not dong the Command 
ot the Lord, was iftigmatized with the infamus Character of 
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 Diſobzdience,notwithſtanding his ſufferingthe puniſhmene of 
his Tranſgreflion. A&#s' 5. 29: the Apalties affirm - they 
ought to obey. (that is De)-the Will of Gad rather than Man. 
And all thoſe Expreſs and Poſitive Cotamands for Wives, 
| Children and Servants, to obey cheir Husbands, ' Parents and 
Maſters, only import, *tis their Dury- co pleaſe them well, 
; by doing thok&things-enjoin'd. by: them. _. : | 
'" In; oppoſition: eo; this; ;Paſkive naturally implies, ſuffering 
the Penalty for mot doing ;; fo-that ſhouldowe:allqw: fuch'n 
contradiction in _Speech,- a5 - Paſlive-Qbedience;:*twould 'na- 
turally follow, that thoſe who'have ſuffered the puniſhment 
'of the Law,-aie juſtified.-by the Law.; for if Suffering ren- 
der Men obedient, the,Ponalky-bcing endurad, they'are clean- 
fed. from theic: Guilge! and becone.; Immaculate: And: by 
virtae.of this Argument,. Rebels, Bhieves; Mustherers,i or the 
worſt of Villians. axe (after: they have Jreceiv'd the Reward of 
their Tranſitions) as honeſt Men, as, good Neighbours, and 
as Loyal Subjects ag your Jolt; © | 
I know *tus obyjetted; chat Rebels, Thieves, &c. are actual 
"Tranfſgieffors-o the Laws bagh;Humang and Divine, and fo 
fall as Criminals ; but che-others fuffyr becauſe they refuſe to 
'Fiolace or tranſgreſs thoſe Laws: - Butr@.chis*ris replyed,. that - 
according to. your own Polition.ghey. ard: @riminalsalike 3 for 
che Dodrine of Paflive Obgdicnce (eſpecially as by yotrdefin- 
ed) doth ſufficiently evideace (notwithſtanding ; what. you 
ralk of Laws) that che Will of che Supreme Magiltrate is 
the chieteſt Rule we are to walk by ;. for whatever Come 
mand brings with it Authority, £o- require Obedience, . that 
very Authority Goth plaialy 1mpreſs upon--it 'the, Character 
of a Law. Now Criminals, upon the account of Qmiffion, 
are equally guilty with choſe that have, reader'd . thenvlelves 
ſo by Sins of Commiſſion ; it being equally -the ſame! as to 
matter of Crime, not to. do.thoſe things Commanded, and 
0. a& or do thoſe things: Prahibired. , Sp. that, by. parity. of 
eaſon, if the one be juſtified fo. will the other ; for facings 
quos inquinat, &quar. | or! 
ac. I had no delign to center into a Controverſie about 
Patlive Ovedience ; I aflerted that '!Nature; enjoined me to 
pay Allegiance co the Supreme Magiſtrate, and -my Reaſon 
was, becauſe I was by Birth a Natural, Subjet. . 
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#4. That Nature. obliges 'you: ts Obedience, is a preat 


Miſtake; for ſhe conſtitutes no Subordination among Men ; 
as we are produced her, we-are all Equals; ſhe ordains 


neither King or Peafant, Lord or Slave : Her Actions arc 
only internal, ſuch as reſpett not thoſe onrward Adjuns, or 
external Qualifications. The Laws ſhe deftgns' for our Guide, 
are her own Precepts ; (viz.) tho innate Notions-of Good 
-and Evil, thole Common Semtiments 'of Vertne and Vice 
that are praper'to all men, as' they are Retional Creatures. 
The Governour the appoints'over us, is every man's own Rea- 
ſon; the Judge, our particular Conſciences. *Tis indeed by 
the Force or Energy of Nature we are made Men, but we 


.are born free. .'This is evident/from that abſolute Authority 


evary particular Man hath over himſelf, pa, Ha indepen- 
dent Power in diſpoſing of his own perſon : by Com- 
pact or Bargain, any Man (1 fpeak of Subjes) may become 
a'Covenanr-Servant, an Apprentice, or a Slave, without Na- 
eure's being concern'd in the Contract. For though a King's 
Eldeit Son be a Prince by Birth, and the firſt legitimate Male 
Offspring of an-Earl, a the Day of his Nativity ; .zer 
chole are Birthright Priviledges accruing to them, not from 
Nature, burthe Laws of che Nation. 

Thus Royal Blood and Deſcent from Ancient Progenitors, 
are only imputative Qualities, and have fo little Relation to 
Nature, that they are only Premie Virtuts, Rewards for He- 
roick and Generous Actions, that the perſons concern'd, or 
their Forefathers wereeminent for. 

ac. Theſe Commands that are Moral, and perpetually to 
oblige, are eftoemed as Natural; but the Duty of Obcdience 
is Moral, and pm—_ to oblige (if the Fifth Command- 
menr be ſo,) which makes me account it Natural. 

Will. As we are Subjects, the Duty of Obedience is a per- 
petual Obligation, and, after a manner, eſlential to us; But 
our Allegiance has 'not its Foundation in'Nacure, or her O- 
perations, but in the Relation we bear to a Soveraign : And 
more than this the Fifth Commandment doth not <c 
Yince. 

This Precept is Moral, and perpetually to oblige ; but the 
Rational pare of it is grounded not in Nature, but in Grati- 
rude: LVor as Ariftetle obſerves, Man is a Sociable Animal , 
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and there 15 nothing more deſtructive to Socie.y, than Ingra- 
titude and Unthanktulnels. And fince Children have not 
only their very Being, but their Well-being alſo, fom ther 
Parents, no Obligation can be greater or more obligaroiy t6 
the foreſaid Duties. 

So that were our Filial Obedience foundel in Nature (as 
you fondly imagine), the Obligation to that Nuty would not 
be half ſo ſtrong and valid. Beſides, Natural Duties bave 
reſpect to the whole Speczes ; and by this Argument, the Bonds 
and Obligations to Obedience are General, and every twan 
that is a Parent, may challenge as ſtri&t a Duty of Obedience 
from us, as our immediate Parents that begat us; and the Rea- 
ſon of this, is, becauſe Nature is equally concern'd for the 
whole Species, as for an Individium. 

But the Doctrine contrary to this, is ſo plain and. evident 
from the general practice of the World, that it needs no 
proof. For though we are by Nature equally allied to all, be- 
ing firſt in the Loins of Adam, atterwards in Noah; yet this 
Relation is never term'd more than Common Humanity, And 
how firm or laſting foever we efteem thoſe Ties and Obligati- 
ons you mention (which is really nothing but Friendſhip) 
the Second or Third Age commonly expunges them, if dif: 
abliging Carriage, diſtance of Place, or wanc of Converſe, ef- 
te& it not in much leſs time, 

That Paternal Love, and Filial Aﬀection, isnot founded in 
Nature, ſeems plain and evident from thoſe different Degrees 
ot Love Men generally bear to the Legitimate, and Spurious 
Hue ; and that *ris cheriſhed by Converſe, and made firm 
and ſolid by proceſs of Time, is more than probable, from 
the affectionate Nurſe, whoſe Exceſs of Love to the tender 
Babe, does often tranſcend the aftz&tionate Mothers. Yer 'tis 
clearly manifeſt, Man has a Natural Appetite or Deſire to 
furvive in his Poſterity, as irrational Creatures have of pre- 
ſerving their Speczes : Bur this proves nothing againſt the Ar- 
gument, becauſe che lfſue of the latter (in riper years) are 
not by Nature obliged co the Duties of Gratitude and Obedi- 
ENCE. 

That the Fifth Commandment cryoyns us Obedience to our 
Superiors, is beyond all controvertie true; and the Reafon is, 
becauſe in the beginning of CO Soveraighty was 
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parc of the Paternal Power ; but (to ſpeak in our common 
Language) it the Duty of Obedience in a Natural Son to a 
Natural Father, be not a Natural Duty, much lefs can this: 
Argument prove Natural Allegiance due to our Civil Pa- 
rents. 

Fac. The Parliament Conven'd in the Twenty Fourth 
Year of King Henry the Eighth's Reign, ſtiles Bnglazd an Em- 
pire, govern'd by a Soveraign Head, to which. there is a Bo- 
dy Politick joyn'd, compoſed ot all forts and degrees of Peo- 

,who arc bound, next under God, to-render unto their King 
Natural Allegiance. 

Will. Natural Allegiance in that A& of Parliament, is only 
a 'Rhetorical Flouriſh, ſpoken after the largeſt acceptation of 
that Word ; not that Allegiance flows from Nature, but be: 
cauſe *tis a Duty ſo proper, intrinlical and Eſlential to a Sub- 
je, qud tals. For mens very incorporating themſelves into 
a Civil Society (without the Obligation ot Formal Oaths, ) 
doth ſufficiencly evidence a tacit acknowledgment of Allcgi- 
ance to the Capurt Communitatrs, becauſe without it *tis impol: 
ſible codefend. and preſerve che Body Politick. 

Fac. This Diſcourſe (I contels) is ſomewhat Rational ; bur 
I can't ſuddenly digeſt a thing ſo Novel. | 

Will. What you term Novelty proceeds from the vulgar Ex- 
preflions of Mcn, and want of a more ſcrions and weighty, 
Inſpe&ion into the Dorine. And this will appear more Ra- 
m___ if we conſule the Specimen of Government in ge- 
ncra 

The great and fundamental Law of Nature is Self-Preſer- 
vation ; *tis the Magna Charta of all Conſticutions, and the 
very End and Deſign of Government it ſelf; *is a Principle 
ſo deeply radicated in Nature, that *tis engraven upon every 
man's heart. 

Had indeed our Firſt Parents maintain'd the Original Beaw 
ty and Brightneſs of their Creation, and preſerved Nature in 
her ſtate of Rectitude, Juſtice had been our Direcor, Inno- 
cence our Guide : But by that Fall of theirs, the Nature of 
Man was fo depraved and vitiated, his Paflions ſo tranſport- 
ing, his Deſire 1o.covetous, his Revenge ſo implacable, that 
Meum and Tuum were meaſured only by Strength and Pow- 
er; the Longeſt Sword was the beſt Law, a ſecurer Title chan 
Preſcription it {&lf. Thus 
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Thus the'more- powerful preyed' npon, and devoured the 
weaker'; ſo that Nature'deſtroyed her own works: And the. 
beſt courſe to countermand thoſe Hoſtile Proceedings,. and 
preſerve this grand Principle of Nature, was mens moulding 
themſelves into Tribes, aflociating into Colonies. 

Thus, when a Company of Mzn, (whether many or few 
ir matters not ; for, Majus & Minus non variant Speciem) are 
unanimouſly incorporarcd into one Society, for the ſecurer 
Maintainance of Pcace, Correction of Vice, Reformation 
of Manners, and the more equal Adminiſtration of Juſtice ; 
Laws were enacted, Confſticutions made, and Statutes provi 
ded roredreſs all private Grievances among themſelves z and 
ro protect the Society from the op21 Holtilicy of Publick In- 
vaders. 

And ſince neither Plaintiff or Defendant was fit to be 
Judge of his own Plea, nor the Mobile Vulgirs eafily induced 
co a joynt Method, a Unanimous Conſene in oppoſing the 
Common Enemy; a ſingle perſon (it Monarchical Govern- 
ment) or ſeveral (in other Confticutions) of ſuch Vertue. 
Prudence and Fortitude, as the whole Socizty thought fit. ro 
confide in, was elected, as an Impartial Arbiczator u1 all Ca-. 
{:s, whether private or publick. | | 

And to him, or them, was committed the fole Executive 
Power of theſe Laws ; in all Differenc23 the Definicive Sen- 
rence was (according to Law)' to be expected from his, or 
their mouth. And chis Supream Authority being both Judge 
and Protector of the whole Corporation, to advance.che 
Grandeur of ſuch Authority, and compleatly to capacitate , 
him, or them, tor the Execution of thoſe Eſtabliſhzd Laws : 
Fhis Power was held in high Eſtin 1:i0n by the whole Sozcie- 
ty, and by che fecled Coniticucions of the Government ; a 
proportionable Tribute trom the Subje&t was by Law allowed 
as a Revenue to ſupport that Royal Oihce. 

--And for the firmer unitmg this Supream Head and his Sub- 
j8&ts, the former obliges himſelf by the Sacred Ties and Ob- 
ligations of an Oath, at his Inauguration , to govern his Pea- 
pte according to the Rule of the Eſtablithed Laws z and the 
latter as ſolemaly pays Homage, and {wears Obedience. So 
that Allegiance in all 'Subjects, whatſoever Government they 
live .under, (and eſpecially in our own Conſtitution) is a 
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Dury fo perpetual and indiſpenſible, chat. a violation, of it is 
an high Offence againſ , as well as againſt his Vicege: 
rent. 

Fas. This is my very Senſe of the Duty of Allegiance ; 
this the Reaſon I refuſed to take that New Oath ot Allegi- 
ance , becauſe 'tis a plain Violation of, the Old , which 
you your felf acknowledge perpetually to oblige. | 

Wil. The Duty of Obedience is an inſeparable Accidene 
to every Subjet; and ycu may as well diveſt him of his 
Being, as his Subjection ; for this Duty, like the Royal Au- 
thority, never dies, but immediately deſcends trom one: to: 
another. But what you alk of is a pertect Frenſie of Loyal- 
ty, makes Allegiance an infinite Duty, and. exalts a King. to 
the Honour of a God; if all his Commands muſt be obeyed, 
we tacitely acknowledge he can command nothing that is e- 
vit; for an illegal Mandate muſt not be obeyed, nor an evil 
A&ion committed; though. imperiouſly enjoyn'd by the great- 
eft of Men. 

In all, Governments , whether Monarchy, Aziltocracy, or 
Democracy, the Subjets Duty of Obedience is to: be mealu- 
red by the expreſs and poſitive Laws of that Government they 
are Members of, and not to be regulated by a fancied Chime- 
ra, of obeying no man knows what, it being now viſibly 
apparent, that Mcn may be as luperſtitiouſly Loyal as Religi- 
ous; and the firſt prove as fatal, and deſtructive to the Peace 
and. Happineſs of Bo Nation, as the laſt to-the Zeal and Fer- 
your of True Religion ; when in: goo earneſt, the utmoſt lj- 
mits of Allegjance, is but entirely to obſerve all the lawful 
Commands and Injuncions of our Superiors. 

Fac. Has, the Supream Magiſtrate no Authovity to com- 
mand our Obedience ? And is the Extent and Latitude: 
* the Duty of Allegiance limited by declazitory and expreſs 

aaws ? 

Will. Lis a moſt-.certain Truth, eſpecially in our-own Con- 
ſticution, where the Government is a Monarchy Royal, in 
which the Subjects haye as undoubted a Right to their Religi- 


on, Liberty and Property, as the Supream.: Magiſtrate has to 
the Royal Precogative. 
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For as the Inferior Laws limit the Peoples Rights, reftrain 
them from invading the Royal Priviledges, and from offering 
violence one to another ; f9 the chief deſign of Magna Char- 
ta, is to reduce the Regal to a Legal Power. The Preſcripei. 
ons and Statutes of this Nation are the impartial Arbitrators 
of Goyernment and Obedicnce. 

Tac. At preſent a plauſible Plea may ariſe from hence; 
but in the beginning *twas not ſo; For Magna Charta was ne- 
ver heard of till King Henry the Third, che Eighth King from 
the Canqueſt. And where were thoſe Liberties then you fo 
much boaſt of now ? 

I/ll. Right! Magna Charrta ( in thar particular form of 
words *tis now expreſs'd) was not in being till the time you 
mention; but our Liberties and Properties were as much then 
thc undoubted Birthright and Inhericances of the Subjects, as 
they are now; for Magna Charta (as the Learnd and Re- 
nown'd Lord Cock obſerves) is for the moſt part Dechritory, 
informs us what our Rights and Priviledges are, inftatcs us 
into what was lawfully and. antecedenely our own Right, but 
- confers no new Immunities uporr us. 

Fac, This is ſtrange indeed, when the very firſt Chapter 
begins, 1/e have granted to God, and we bave given and grant- 
ed to the Freemen of thu Realm. How could King Hemy give 
and grant thoſe things were none of his ? 

I/:i4. The Subjetts Liberties afſerted in this Great Charter, 
are not to bs look'd upon as pure Emanations from the Roye 
al Favour, or new Bounties, to which-the People had nei- 
ther Right or Claim, but rather a reſtoring thoſe Priviledges 
which by the Uſurpation and Encroachments of former 
Kings, were forcibly with-held from the Subjzeats, And the 
truth of this is evident from the Charter it ſelf ; which in 
the words-of Conveyance frequently mentions ſua jura, and 
iuas Libertates, Their Rights and their Liberties ; wich ſhews 
th2 People had a former Ticle to thoſe Immunities, chat byy 
this Charter they were again pur in poſſeffion of. 

Fac, This is a pleaſant Story indeed : Are the Subjets Li: 
berties more Ancient chan the Conqueſt ? Has not a Conque- 


ror power to impoſe what Laws he pleaſes upon thoſe Vailels 
and Slaves he has conquered ? 
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il. However pleaſant it be, *cis clear and obvious, the Li- 
berties and Properties of Engliſhmen are of greater Antiquity 
than King Irilliam, callPd the Conguerer, as appears from the 
Laws that aſſert them, ſome as Ancient as the Heprarchian Go- 
vernment, granted by Ethelberd, Ina, and Off2 3 others Co- 
temporary with the Monarchical Regency, given and con- 
terr'd upon the Subjcs by pious King Alfred. Neither were 
theſe Laws aboliſhed by the Norman Duke, but were of fiich 
Force and Vigour, as to ſurvive (what you call the Con- 
queſt,) and fer Bounus and Limits to that pretended Con- 
QUCErOAr. 

"Tis not denied, but an abſolute Conqueror may propoſe 
and enact what Laws he pleaſes, to regulate and govern the 
Conquered by : but this was far trom King //ill:am's Caſe, 
For chough that great Victory over Harold, with ſuch 1 
mighty ſlaughter of the Engliſh, gave him great encourage- 
ment, yet the Crown was obtain'd by Bargain and Compact, 
as is plainly evident from thoſe Grants made to Stigand, Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, and FEgleſine, Abbot of St. Augu#tine's, 
in behalf of the K-ntiſh-yen, and allo from the C:ronation 
Oath it (olf ; where the King ſwears to maintain and obſerve 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Nation. 

*Tis true he made little eltecm of violating this Sacred Oh- 
lization ; and his Succeilors vehemently encroach'd upon the 
Liberty and Property of the People ; bur what power force- 
ably fnarch'd from them did not invalidate the Subjedts 
Right. Neither had ting 7:4 (notwithſtanding all jis 
Pretenſions to a Conguelſt) power to diſpoſe of the Land: 
or Inheritances of thoſe Natives he received to Protection : 
This is manitelt from that known Cale of Sherborn the Saxon, 
who had a Caſtle and Lands in Nerfolk, which the pretend- 
ed Conqueror gave to one Warren a Nerman, and Sherboyxz 
dying, the Heir claiming the ſame by Deicenr, according to 
the Law, it was before the Conqueror adjudged for the 
H :ir, and the Gift made void- 

Fac. The Coronation Oath 1s nothing to purpoſe, to e- 
vince a Paction or an Agreement upon this Account; for thar 
was made to God, not to Man ; and it that Oath prove a 
Compadt, *tis berween God and the King, not between the 
King and the Poople. 

Wl. 
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Will. *Tis. neither my deſign, nor pertinent to the buſinels 
in hand, to begin a Diſcuurte of che difference between Vows 
and Oaths. Suppoſe the Oath were made to God, (which 
in propriety of Speech is a Vow) how does that weaken cr 
invalidate the force of the Argument ? It matters not, whe- 
ther it be a Vow to God, or an Oath to Man, ſo long as 
the matter of it is ſo expreſs and declarative of the King's 
Duty, and the Peoples Rights and Priviledges. 

Fac. The taking the Coronation Oath was the Congque- 
rors Condeſcention ; a compliance with the QCuitems ulual at 
the Inauguration of former Kings, and has no tendency to a 
Compact or Bargain with the People. 

IVill. You may ſtile it what you pleaſe ; but 'twas ſuch a 
Condeſcention or Compliance, without which (unleſs he 
had firſt won it by an abſolute Conqueſt) he had never pot- 
ſe{ſed the Crown of England. And the Ancient Rites of the 
Coronation it ſelf had tome footitzps of this Contract, vis. 
The Preſenting the King, on the day of his Coronation, to 
the People upon every corner of the Scaffold, and asking 
them if they would have him for their King ? I do not ſup- 
poſe the People had power, to refuſe or rejze&t the Perſon 
thus exhibited, that would have render'd the Kingdom E- 
Iecive; but the Cultom being an ancient Ceremony, and 
commonly uſed till Edvard the Sixeh's Coronation, is in my 
Judgment a more than plautibl: Argument of a Contra& be- 
eween the Supreme Power and the Subjects. 

Tac. How can that be? the King of England is Inveſted 
with all the Rights and Prerogatives of Royalty before he is 
Crown'd. 

Ifill. Right, The King is before his Coronation as abſo- 
lite a Monarch as atter : This the Caſe of }/ar/on and 
C/ark (who Conſpir'd againſt King Fames before his Coro- 
nation, and were condemn'd of High Treafon) puts beyond 
all Controverſie, and the Reaſon of this is clear 3 the Pacti- 
on and Agreement between King and People, is an infepe- 
rable Concomitant to the Crown, devolves with it to the nzxc 
Succellor, and isthe tacice Condicion and Terms upon which 
he accepts the Government. 

So that *tis no more neceſſary or expedient for every Heir, 
as to the Fſſe of his being King, to Declare the Conditions 
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immediately upon his coming to the Crown, than *cwas re- 
quilite for every ſucceflive Generation, when the Court of 
Wards was in force, to declare he held his Lands by Knights 
Service; the ancient Tennre of the Eftare ſufficiently evinc*d 
the former, and the very Deſcent of the Crown to the next 
of Blood, brings with it a tacite implication of all the Im- 
munitics and Libertics of che Subjects, in as full and ample a 
manner, as if they had been repeated a thouſand times 


OVECx. 

Ec. The Court of Wards is as ſignal a Badge of a Con- 
queſt, as undoubred a Character of Vaſlalage and Slavery, 
as any we can polhbly inſtance in. 

I:#.The Court of Wards has fo little relation to Slavery ,that 
the ® Law terms it only a Service, and all Servants are not 
Slaves, though all Slaves may be called Servants in the moſt 
ſtrict ſenſe; *tis only a Token of Subjection, and compara- 
tively an Enſign of Freedom ; a laſting Monument of Stipu- 
lation and Agreement between the Royal Authority and the 
People. When at ſuch an caſic rate, as attending the Wars 
in extraordinary and emergent Occaſions, a Man has an in- 
tire Propriety in ſo large an Eſtate, fo _ an Inheritance. 
And the very Antiquity of theſe Courts doth ſufficiently e- 
vidence the nulicy of a Conqueſt : Theſe being in force in 
the Reign of King Alfred, and fſurviv'd your Conqueſt many 
Generations. 

ac. A Paction between the King and che People is a ſtrange 
Aftercion; and to fay that the People can make a King is ve- 
ry lictle lefs chan a contrad:Ction. 

Wil. Pray explain your felt, and ſhew tor what Reaſons. 

Fac. Becauſe the Royal Authority has a power lodged in 
it, which the Subjects have neither Right or Pretence to con- 
fer. For Example, The power of Lite and Death are in the 
hand of the Supreme Magiſtrate; which *ts impoſſible he 
could receive from the People, becauſe no Man has power of 
his own Life ; much leſs has he Righe or Authority co pur it 
into another Mans diſpoſal. 

Will. Here we muſt diſtinguiſh beeween Abſolute and Con- 
ditional : No Man has an abſolure Power over his own Life, 
fo as to lay violent hands upon himſelf, ar oblige anatber 
to ſhed his Blood, yet every Man hath hath a conditional 
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Power tipon this account; that is, he'is capable (as he-is a 
Mzmber of the Body Politick) to Covenant and agree with 
the Head, and che other Membe:s; that conditionally he 
violate thefe Laws, the Tranſgreſlion of which, the whole 
S2ciety have by Starute Law Ordain'd to be puniſhed with 
Death, he will fabmit to the Puniſhmenr. So chat the King 
has not an Abſolute Power of Life and Dearh ; the latrer is 
only a Penalty conditionally we: break fuch Eftablithe.l 
Laws: And this Power is rather in the Laws than the Su- 
preme Magiſtrate; for the King himſelf (wichout 'maniteſt 
Violence and Injuftice) has no power to put any Man to 
death contrary to Law, or upon a particular Humor. 

Fac. Suppoſe we grant ſomewhat of Agreement or Pattion, 
berween the Conqueror and the Eregl:jſh Nobility ; what Ad- 
vantage i5that to us ? Did che People indeed, and in reality, 
Elect the King as their Governour ; when once the Act was 
done, and Allegiance ſworn, the Pcople have no more Rea- 
fon or Pcerence to revoke or annul that Election, than a Wite 
(who has cholen a Husband, promiſed him her Obedience, 
join'd her felf to him in Marriage) has to put away her Hus- 
band, ard to ſay that the Peopie may Depoſe their King if 
there be a Bargain or-Contract between them, is co-athrm-the 
Wife may Divorce the Hu$band b2caule ſhe choſe him. 

Will. It all this be granced, you here contend for ; 1 can- 
not imagine, how ir would weaken or prejudice our preſent 
Cauſe. 

The Wite after Marriage may not put away her Husband , 
thac lives with her as an Husband : Nay, though a very ill 
Husband, turn Nonthirft, ſpend his Eſtate, abuſe her Perſon, 
prove unnatural to her Children 3 notwithſtanding all this, 
the is obliged to an entire Obedience. 

Bur if her Husband prove Tyramnically cruel ; fo far pro- 
ſecure the wicked Counſe!s and Deſigns of her Enemies, as 
to give —_ and evidenc Demonſtrations that he intends her 
Ruine, Deſtruction and Darth : If he be in himſelf inſuffi- 
Cient, (as in the Caſe of the Counteſs of Efex by her Hut: 
band Devereux) the Laws allow relief to tuch a Diſtreſſed 
Wife. And can we ſuppole there is greater care taken for 
a particular Member, than 4or the whole Body ? In ſhort, 
though the Wife cannot put away the Husband becauſe ſhe 
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choſe him; yer the Cruelties, Injuſtice, Violence and Irre- 
gularities of the Husband may be ſuch, as may give jut 
cauſe of Divorcement. 

Fac. But were it not Grand Impiety, by violence to ſeize 
upon the Eſtate or Goods of a private Man, and diſpoſe of 
it to others? What Sacriledge then muſt it be co Invade the 
Lignities oye, and diſpoſe of the Crown and Scepter ? 

I#ll. Cauſeleſly to make forcible enery ppon any Mans 
Goods or Eſtate, and by violence to keep Poſleflion, is plain 
and open Robbery ; yeta Man may be Guilty of ſuch 1Illc- 
gal Actions, ſuch indiſcrer and undue Behaviour, as may 
cauſe a ſeizure of both his Moveables and Poſl:ftons 
without any manifeſt Wrong or Injury to the once Right 
owner. And the Laws allow a particular Man for Juſt and 
Reaſonable Cauſes to Diſfinherie his eldeſt Son, and Entail 
the Eſtate upon others of his Polſterity, only tor the preſerva- 
tion of a private Family; and I would fain hear a 1olid Ar- 
gument, why ſuch an Advantageous Priviledge (in extream 
Neceflicy) ſhould be Cenyed the Publick ? | 

Tac. The Reaſon is clear and obvious, the Rights and Pro- 
pertics of Subjeds, or private Men are confirm'd by ths 
Laws of the Land, made theirs by Agreement : But the Pre- 
rogatives of the Crown, are a Divine Right, the Imperial 
Diadem ſetled upon the Royal Head by the Almighties own 
appointment. 

Will. If this were but proved the buſineſs were done : But 
alas | this Doctrine is both groundleſs and abſurd ; for what- 
ever Monarch holds his Scepter jure Divins, muſt either be 
mveſted by an immediate Divine Deſignation (viz) a ſpecial 
and extraordinary Commitſhion from Divine Providence ; as 
that of Saul, David, Solomon, fehu; or elle Succeſhively by 
a Legitimate Deſcent from Perſons thus Deligned ; as that of 
Reboboam, Aſa, Fehoſophat ;, to the tormer of theſe, che Mo- 
narchs of England have no Pretence; and if the latter inveſt 
them with it, 'tis derived either from the Ancient Saxons, or 
from the Norman Line : That the firſt had no ſuch Divine 
deſignation is clear from the Story of Hengift and Horſa. 

And that no ſuch pretence can be made from King William, 
frilzd che Conqueror, will be more than evident from his 
Ambitious Deizgns.; his illegal Attempts; his hoſtile and 
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unnatural Proceedings ; and his Barbarous in Actions wading 
throngh Torrents of Blood; riding in Triumph over heaps 
of latightered Innocents to afcend a Throne and graly at a 
Scepter, to which he had no more right than the Great . 4o- 
gel. Andit * the Normas Duke firſt encred by force of Arms, * gud init» 
and after a Battel compounded for the Crown, *cis vain and vitio/um eft ; 
ridiculous to urge Preſcription to makes a Divine Right ; be- —_— : 
cauſe what'in ko beginning was not Divine P, ocels ot time es mag a 
can never impreſs wich, a Divine Character. | 
Fac.But Solomen affirms, Ecclel. 8. 14. Where the word of, a 
King &, there is power, and who may ſay unto vim, what .doſt 
thou?! | | S'+ 
Wil. Right, the words of Kings are Powerful, and no Min. 
onghe to Flpute their Commands : But the Reaſon. of it 15. 
grounded upon that Confidence we pur in che Supreme Au- 
thority.; that his Mancates will be always Lawtul. . - 
Bue this Place of Scripture has a peculiar relation.to the 
Kings of Iſraz!; a Pcople whom God chygle to. enter into 
Covenant with,” and over Whorh he Exerciſed ſuch a, ſpecial, 
Providence, that *rwas uſyat With him to. fer up one, and 
pull down anacher, and catiſe t6Govern whomhe pleaſed. _ 
 'Thvs when he al rated an extraordinary Commillian 
to his Prophees, and chey had Anointed the deſigned Pericn 
King over that People, his Word was powerful, and to be o; 
beyed, becauſe fo immediately confticured Gog's Vicegerent. 
But this Commandiis not adapted to our Circuinſtances:. neis, 
ther does it add ro our Duty of Allegiance; and we may as 
rationally egvince the Levitical Laws obligatory in England, as 
evidence the Bririſh Monarchy, Fure Divine, trom this place 
of Scripture. 
- Beſides, if this DoRrine were applicable to the. Monarchs. 
we live'under, *rwould he d&ultrucftive to our Eſtablithed Go-. 
vernment,' and repugnane t6 the Apoſtolick Doctrine. It a 
King deceaſe. whilſt his 11zir. is an Intant, by this Argument 
the whole Realtn muſt be ſubject to his fond and, childjſh 
Commands; and when he is arrived to thole years in which 
Pafhons are more vigorous, and youthful Luſts ſtrongly .im- 
portune to aſcend the Stage,” ar! act their Secne even in the 
violent proſecutions of thoſe le! Dobauches; a Grave and 
Reverend Biſhop dares 'not advitc him to a Reſormacion ot 
C 2 NMan- 
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Manners, to live ſoberly and become rebgious, for fear he 
cranſgrels his Precept of faying unto him, what doeſt thou ? 
But What's infinitely worſe may happen : the Heir to:the 
Crown may be born a Fool, or Ideot,, or by accident be a 
Lunatick, or labour under a grievous Diſeaſe of Madnels ; 
and yet no man mult gain-ſay or contradict him, it this Ar- 
gunient be valid ? | mi O21 MMT 
Fac. A Child ihcapacitated to govern; by tender. years, 
onghr to be pune under Protedors and Tutors during, his 
Childhood ; but in his Adult State, his mature Age may 
challenge this Authority. A Fool or Ideot can never be 
brorght ſentible what Government is; and a Lunatick 'or 
Mad-man is more incapable of Government than either. So 
that not only Reafon, bue Nature's Inſtin& of Self preſerva- 
tion, commands us to fence theſe from the Crown and Sce- 
cer. 

F Will. An Infant is as much a Monarch in his Minority, as 
in his mature and riper Yeats; and it he ought to be under 
Tutorsand Governours,they muſt have power to lay unto him, 
whar doeſt thou ? Or we may eatonably iaferhe will be;very 
'Rt Turor'd. A Fool or at Ideot (though in all his Actions 
innocent) maſt be obliterated from he Tine of Succellian ; 
and a Lunatick or Mad-man (who never acted agaialt, or en- 
deavour'd the deftrudtion of. Church or State) mult loſe his 
Right, becauſe incapacitated by his Diſeaſe. + 

hy then by parity of Reaſoii may nota Papiſt be exclu- 
ded,who harh atready vehemently ſhook the Foundatious of- 
Government, both Eccleſiaftical and Civil, and for the tiiture 
frands bound by all the Sacred Obligations of Oaths and 
Vows, obliged under the penalty of forfeiting his Diadem 
and Scepter in this World, and his precious and immortal Soul 
in thar to come ; to extirpate our Religion, ſubvert our Laws, 
afd reduce us ro the SubjeHion and Vaſſallage of the Rowan 
Yok. 

ac. This Argument (I confefs) does a lictle ſtagger my 
J:dgment ; bur when I remember thoſe other exprels and 
poſitive places of Scripture, fo pertinent to this preſent Con- 
trroverſie, I am radicated as firm as before, Prov. 8. 15. By me 
Kings reign, and Princes decree judgiiewt. 1 Sam. 26. 9. Who 
can ſtretch farth hu hand againſt the Lord's anointed, and bd 
gnilte 
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gialtleſs ?” What can be mare clear of abvious ? what more! 
poſitively evinced, than Monarchy, Fure Divine; fromthete 
Texy?_...- = 1 L 
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Whilft the Execution of illegal Commands, is daftigerous 
to the People ; that bcing an high Offence: co the Publick; 
and by Conſequence no ſmall Tranfſpretlion-' againſt the 
Syprezam Magiſtrate, For the King, being a»prihcipat part 6f 
the Body Politick, mult neceſfarily have a principal ſhare! irr 
that grand Aﬀront. And. this is the Reaton of that Maxim 
The King can do no 2wrong ; all his lawtul Injundtions beihg Juſt 
and Righteous , and hi Iilegal Mandates muſt not be obey® 
cd. So that would Court Earwigs leave off to flatter, and-be 
exact and impartially honeſt in their Dury both to King and 
People, the firſt would be renown'd, gecat and glotious{ and 
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the fecond, being free from opprefiion and violence,. would: 
be loving;i loyal, andidutiful-Subjets, fo EP 

Fac. But the Docrine of the Goſpel is fo poſitive and ex- 
preſs'in commanding Obedience to Superiors, that ' if all 0- 
ther Arguments were away, this is ſufficient to turn the ſcale 
againſt all. chat can be ſaid to the contrary. i 

Will. Yow miſtake the very End and Deſign of 'miy Intenti; 
ons :I purpoſe not to annihilate, or deftroy our Qbedience, 
but to-/reduce it, ro its due proportion affign'd it, both 'by 
God -and Man ; cauſe it" calmly © ro run down within the 
Banks of irs own Channel. By which we ſhall be ficly capa- 
citated to follow our 'Saviour's Advice ; (viz.) to render #0 
Ceſar the things that areiCeſar's; antl untb Gol the things that are 
Gods 1010 00% * (10. :; -- 4. 1 pare - 

The Evangelical Precepts confine' ts to no particular Pht- 
form. of Civil Government/ ;} in general, it provides for the 
preſervation of Honeſty, Juſtice; and Peace ; frequently in- 
culcates our» Duty. of Obedience, prefimg it'by mahy cogent 
and rational Arguments 'and exhorts us patiently to bear _all 
Calamities or Opprefſures, we Have no liwfil way to avoid : 
but it dees.not:oblige usto be Vaſſals and Slaves to* an Arbitra- 
ry Power. | " Ya 
This 4s evident from pregnant Examples in'the Wew.Tetar 
ment, efpecially from che Epiſtles of the Two Famous and 
Renowned Apoſtles, Perer and Pau! ; and particularly the laſt 
part. of the. 12:4 Chapter to the Romans , and the begin- 
ning, of :ahe'i 13th , were penn'd wholly upon this a&- 
Counts - 

Jac. The Scriptures you mention, are ſo Diametrically 
oppolice to the Dodtrine you teach, that *tris impoſſible to 
find a more cogent Argument, or poſitive Command tor 
Abſolute Obedience than thoſe are. "The Texts are largely 
in/;{ted upon by .our Divines; and from thence they rationally 
evince ay unlmired Duty of Obedience. | 

#1; For the more clear Explication, and better under- 
ſtanding..of the particular Scripture above mention'd, we 
mult enquire, what was the End ard Delign of that Epi- 
ſtle, and eſpecially this place formerly qguote:!. And clic 
Reaſons of chat, rogether- with the knowledg: of the Per- 
ſons, for whom . *twas written, their Eſtate, Condition and 
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Circumſtance, will give us a very great Tight towards” a Right 
Apprehenſion of it. "TEE 

The grand End and Deſign of this Epiſtle, was not to 
plant the Goſpel at Rome, or preſcribe all the Do&trines requi- 
lite to the Foundation of Chriſtianity 3 but rather to refute 
thoſe falſe Dofrines that Hereticks had ſuper-induced , and 
to condemn and reform thoſe wicked and revengeful Pradti- 
ces, that tho Chriſtians (upon ſome miſtakes) were highly 

uilty of. | | 

, The Perſons for whoſe ſake and inſtruction this Epiſtle was 
' written, were chiefly Jews proſelyted to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; but yet ſtill ſtrongly cin&tur'd with their former Lea- 
ven, Fobn, 8. 33. that they were Abraham's Seed; and by 
tiat FacJeral Pat between God and him, were fo immedi- 
ately under the Government of Divine Providence, that 
no- Heathen Potentate could have Authority or Lordſhip over 
them, further than urgent Neceflity or me:r Compulſion for- 
ced them. 

And being at that time ſubjugated by force of Arms to 
the. Yoak of the Roman Empire, and by reaſon of Traf- 
fick, Commerce, and other occafions, neceſflitared to inhabit 
at Rome,where the very Exercife of their Religion was an high 
Tranſgreflion of the Imperial Laws, which, together with 
their refuſal to pay the accuſtomed Tribute, and to render 
ſome reſpe& of Honour the Laws conferr'd upon the Hea- 
thens ;, the Imperial Officers frequently deale very feverely 
with thoſe Chriſtian Proſelytes 3 and the Chriſtians (upon 
the aforeſaid Principle) uſed alt opportunities as ſeverely to 
revenge themſelves ; which rendered the Chriſtian Religion 
very odious at Rome, and was a great block to the propagation 
of the Goſpel. 


So that the Chriſtians reſiſting thoſe imperial poſitive Laws, 


and their oppoſition to the Execution of them, was the only 
Reaſon, the alone Caul- thit move the Apoſtle to write this 
Portion of Scripture to them ; as appears from Chap. 12. v. 
17. Recompence m2 man evil f.r wil: v. 19. Dearly beloved, 
avenge not your ſelves, but rather give jlace to wrath; That 
is, rather ſuffer thz puniſhment of the Law, and the Injurics 
that thoſe who inflict it, offer to you, than reſiſt. Becanſe 
(as he aſſures them, Chap. 13.) Obedience to the Eſtabliſhed 
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{ſuch muſt be patiently ſubmirced ro, rather than by reiting, 


Laws is x Chriſtian Duty, though it be to the Laws of a Hes- 
then Prince, | | 

And when theſe Laws are oppoſite or repughant to the Di- 
vine Precepts, quietly to ſubwyait, and patiently to ſuffer the 
puniſhment of Tranigreſſors, verily believing, that God will 
cauſe all fach afflictions and calamicies to wark for the benefit 
and adyanrage of his Pcople. | 
* Fac. What's this but Paſſive Obedience you fo tnych con- 
demrn'd inthe beginning of this Diſcourſe ? | 

Will. *Tis fo far from Obedience, that *cis ſuffering for righ- . 
ecouſneſs ſake. And indeed *tis the only ſuffering that has a 
Promiſe annexed to.it in Sacred Scripture ; for thoſe lively 
Oracles authorize us not;to cyt our own Throats in Obedience 
co the Supream MagiNtace, if hs enjoynit, nor cs fic (tiff, whilſt 
others illegally aft ſuch violence. | | " 
#464 not deſtroy the grand Principle of 'N1- 


The Goſpe 
eure, (wviz.) Self-preſervation , but cheriſhes and encoura- 
g2s 1t, Fn.” 

But in rgſpe& of the Publick, if Wrongs be perſonal, or 
Injuries peculjar to particular Mz:n, ſuch as portend not de- 
ſtruction, or grand detriment to the whole Body Policick ; 


diſturb the yay Peace or Tranquility of the Nation. As 
*ris more ſafe and prudent to bear with a lietle uncaline(s in a 
particular M:mber, conditionally ic eadanger not the other 


parts, than hazard the Healch of che whole Body by 


churliſh Phylick, to redreſs that Tollerable Inconventr 
ENCC. 

The Duties of Obedience the Goſpel enjoyns, is to lawful 
Authoricy, not to illegal or impoſed Juriſdiction ; not an Ar- 
bitrary Power. It condemns not our detending our fc1ves 
from apparent Ruine and Deſtruction ; and permits us to dif- 
pute our Rights with our Princes, without chat infamous 


Character oft Rebel. 


Beſides, Rom. 13. was written on purpoſe to confute that 
ſond Opinion of the Fews before mentioned, that they were 
ſo immediately in Covenant with God, that no Foreiner hail 
Authority to oblige them to abedience. 
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This the Apoſtle condemns by a poſitive Command to the 
contrary, ſaying, Ler every ſcul be ſubjeft to the higher powers 
and withal, ſhews them the Reaſonableneſs of this Precept ; 
becauſe rhe powers that be (whether Pagaz or Fewiſh) are cr- 
dained of God; inferring, that they hving under the Ordt- 
nance of God, are obliged to be fubje& unto it: Verſe the 
Second, he illuſtrates the heinouſneſs of the fin of oppofing 
Lawful Authority, in the Execution of Legal Commands ; 
both from the Ordinance it ſelf and the puniſhment due to 
the Tranſgreſlion of it. And perſwades perſons in theſe 
Chriſtian Circumſtances, who were daily violating the E- 
ſtabliſhed Laws of the Empire, patiently to fuffer and quietly 
ſubmit to the Legal Execution of the Laws, 

Becauſe oppoſition made by ſuch perſons, was reſiſting the 
Ocdinance of God ; the puniſhment of which is Damnation. 
He farther Illuſtrates, that this was the end why Rulers were 
Ordained ; their Bufineſs and chief Occupation being to 
puniſh ſuch Violaters of che Laws as lived in an open Con- 
tempt and Tranſgreflion of them. 

And therefore plainly tells them , they muſt be ſubje&t 
(there's a neceſlity laid upon them) not only for fear, wrath, 
compulion, or puniſhment ; the alone Oblkgarions 'that had 
power to keep the Jews in Subjection, but alſo for Confcience 
lake. 

And for the ſame Reaſon enjoyns them to pay Tribute : 

Render therefore to all their due, tribute to whom tribute x due, 
cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom. ho- 
Our. 
From hence 'tis clear and manifeſt, the ' Apoſile did not 
command thoſe Chriſtians to ſubject themſelves to an unlimi- 
ted or Arbitrary Power 3 but to render Obedience to the ex- 
preſs ant! publick Laws of the Etmpire, becauſe theſe Laws 
only coulcl determine how much Tribute, Fear or Honour 
Superiors challenged, and Inferiors ought to pay. 

The 1zme Dodrine alſo Sr. Peter teaches, 1 Epif. 2. where 
obſerving the Heathens diſtinguiſhed not berween the Jews 
converted to the Chriſtian Religion, and thoſe which retair- 
ed the Aofaic Principles, who, for the - above-mentioned 
Cauſe, became the molt obſtinate, turbulent, factious and 
{edicious People imaginable, upon all occaſions exerting their 
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utmolt endeavours to raiſe Tumules, and embroil the Srate 
in Cavil wars. 

The Apolile, to dehort the Chriſtians from the Belief and 
Practice of that wicked Principle, earneſtly perſwades them 
not to follow the Example of that obſtinate and head- 
ſtrong People, but by their regular and meek Behaviour, 
quiet and candid Carriage, to approve themliclves to the 
Heathen Governours , by ſubmitting to the Ordinance of 
Man, for the Lord's fake; That is, Render all due Alle- 
giance, not only to «wiſh, but Heathen Governours, even 
to Claudius Druſns ( 1n whoſe Reign the: Ancients affirm 
this Epiſtle ro be written, ) though the Emperour Claud#- 
#s were elected to the Imperial Throne, by the Pretoria 
Band, in oppoſition to the Deſign both of Ciry and Se- 
nate. | | 

This very Doctrine alſo St. Pau! commands Tit to 
teach his Flock, Chap. 3. ver. i. And thoſe paralkl pla- 
ces, thoſe moſt expreſs and politive Commands, Cele, 3. 
+8, 22. Wives ſubmit your ſelves to your own Hmwusbands : Ser+ 
wants in all things obey your maſters ; are only Tranſcripts of 
this Do&trine: For neither Wives nor Servants are obli- 
ged to obey, or ſtigmatiz'd as difobedient , for refuſing 
to. execute the illegal or wicked Commands of their 
Husbands and Maſters : Neither have the latter Pow- 
er or Legal Authority to correct or puniſh ſuch Diſobe- 
dience. 

Fac. If this be the Genuine Senſe, the Natural Signi- 
fication of theſe places of Scripture, how came the Pri- 
mitive' Fathers to intorpret them .in another Senſe? And 
why doth St. Paw! affirm, 2 Cer. 10. 4. that the weapons of Chr: 
ſtians are not carnal? 

Will. This is the very Doctrine thoſe: Fathers delivered, 
as is evident from the Epiſtles of St. Polycarp, and the 
Apologies of Juſtin Martyr, Athenagoras and Tertullian, to 
free the. Chriſtian Religion from thoſe Aſperlions of Se- 
dition and Rebellion the FHeathens accuſed it of, and to 
juſtite the Loyalty and Obedience of Chriſtians to the 
Pawers and Magiltrates under which chey lived. Thus, 
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Till the: Converſion ' of Conſtantine ' the Grear to the Chri-. 

ſtian Faich, the Evangelical Do@rine was always ith op-, 
pofition to the Eſtabliſhed Laws of the Empire. And in 
all Caſes, when the Divine Precepts were inconliftent 
with the Laws Eſtabliſhed in the Empire , the Chrititian 
Religion taught its Votaries quietly to ſubmic, and pati- 
ently to ſuffer the puniſhment” due to - the Tranſgreflion | 
of thele Laws, without refiftance , or calumniating Lan- 
guage; to take up their Crofs and follow their Saviour. 
This the Primitive Fathers did not only frequently incul- 
cate to their Auditors , but manifeſted their Doctrine (as 
is evident from their Works) very often by their own Sut-, 
terings. oa 

Bur when the aforeſaid Fnperour had fſerled the Chri- 

ſtian Religion, and addcd th: -Civil Sanction, (viz.) Efta- 
bliſked its Precepts as the I .1ws Imperial, che Doctrine 
of the Goſpel (as to the ſuftering pare) was muck alcered. 
In all former Mutations or Changes in the Government . of 
the Empire, the Chriſtian Paſtors conſtantly exhorted their 
Flocks to obey the Supream Powers; nor to calumniate', 
or ſpeak evil of Dignities, but'patiently to ſubmit to the 
moſt barbarous Cruelties. | | | 

But when the Evangelical Doctrine and Diſcipline was 
Eftabliſhed by Law, and Conſtantive the Emperour perſe- 
cuted the Orthodox Clergy, * St. Hillary , that Pious and * Cintra Cor- 
Learned Father, roundly cells the Emperour of his, impi- fantum Augie 
ous and- unchriftian Actions.. And when Fulian Apoſtati- 
:cd trom the Faich , baniſhed the Goſpel , demoliſhed the 
Churches, and 1coffingly told the Chriſtians, their Do&rine 
was io ſuffer; an Eminent Min of that Age writ a Tract 
t approved as Orthodox Dotrine by that Catholick and Ff P* Rezibus 
 Renown'd Biſhop 'A4rhanalir , which tartly inform'd the ®? —_—_ 
Emperour, That the Chriitian Religion ( when Eftabliſh- 
ed by Law) allowed its Vorarics to juſtifie their Rights , 
aad was nor to be trampled upon, ruined, and deſtroy- 
ed, to gratife the Humour ot an Ambitious and Idalatrous 
Prince. 

That of St. Perl has. no Relation to: our preſent Dil- 
courſe ; the Weapons there m2ation2d, are no Shields or 
Bucklers againſt che Hoſtile Artcempts of our Adverſaries, 
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bue ſuch as the Church is inveſted with for the puniſh- 
ment 07 Criminal Members ; ſuch as Excommunication, Cen- 
ſures, Oc. 

So that 'tis clear and evident thoſe places of Holy Wrie 
that enjoyns Obedience to Superiors , however expreſs or 
emphatical in themſelves, have neither Relation or Aſpe&t 
to our preſent Circumſtances 3 they only enjoyh Obedi- 
ence to all lawful Commands, and prohibit Reſiſtance un- 
der the greateſt puniſhment, when legally impoſed ; which 
is fo far from our late Tranſactions, at which you ſcru- 
ple, that they were only acted to preſerve our pure and Apo- 
ſtolick Religion, and ſecure our Fundamental Laws and 
Ancient Government. 

And *cis moſt palpably ridiculous and very injurious to 
the Goſpel, to wreſt places of Scripture, peculiarly adapred 
to the Suffering State of Chriſtianity ; I mean whilſt *ewas 
under Pagan Princes, and without National Laws to fupport 
it, to blacken and condemn the Actions of Chriſtians hoſe 
Religion and Liberties are Entail'd to poſterity by Eſtabliſhed 
Lawes; and whoſe only Action (for which they are blamed) 
is for Reſcuing their Religion from Superſtition and [dolatry, 
and their Ancient Liberties from the Vaſlallage and Slavery of 
Arbitrary Power. 

oo: ut *ris obſervable, when God chaſtiz'd the wicked- 
nels of the Kings of J/rael, he never did it by their own 
People, but by a ſtrange Nation ; ſhewing by the Condut 
of his Juſtice and Providence , that Subzets muſt not cor- 
ret the Faults of their Kings, but leave that to God, 
to whom they are only Anſwerable for what they do. 

Will. "Tis true, that was the general Merhod God com- 
monly uſed in that Nation, eſpecially with thoſe he had 
advanced to the Throne, by Vertue of an Emraordinary 
Commiſſion from himſelf. Yet the Hiſtories of that King- 
dom yield us particular Examples of the contrary practice. 
Thus the Cruelty, Irreligion, and wicked Reign © | agar 
cauſed Libnab to revolt fronf under his Government, 2 Clroy. 
21. 19. And the Reaſon of this Revolt was becauſe Jeho- 
ram had torſaken the Lord God of his Fathers. 
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And the Maccabees, ( when Antiochus Epiphanes , their 
Lawful King, had ſilenced the Fewiſh Burtit-Offerings and 
Sacrifices, profaned their Sabbaths, and polluted their San- 
cuary) by oppoſttion and violence, in a moſt hoſtile man- 
ner., reſcued their Worſhip from H-athen Idolatry , and 
cleanſed their SanQuary from ſuch Pagan Po!lutions. And 
the renowned and thinking * Grotizs allows the Neceſlity of » 7;4, 1.9 jure 
things to conſecrate the Action. And the Learned and pelli. cap. 4 
Ingenious Thorndike | in his Right of the Church in a | Cri- T Pag. 306. 
ſtian State | affirms, God approved of this War; And 
Heb. 11. commends their Faith for that Hefoick and Vertu- 
ous Action. 

9 Were I convinced of all we have hitherto diſcour- 
ſed of, there is another Knot ſo intricate and perplexing , 
that 1 deſpair ever of ſatisfation. The Oath of _—_— 
is ſo exprets and poſitive, ſo firm and binding an Obligati- 
on, that nothing can poflibly bz a firmer Tic to ſecure my 
Obedience to Fames the Second 3 ( wiz.) Not to take up 
Arms againſt the King upon any pretence whatſoever : And to 
give this Oath of Fideltty to another, is not only a Contra- 
diction in it felf, but a down-right Violation of that former 
ſacred Obligation. 

Will. The Objecion, I confeſs, (before ſeriouſly conſider- 
ed) is a very plaufible plea, and of great importance 3 but 
when compared with the Rules of Right Reaſon, and the 
Commands of Scripture , the Difficulty doth immediately 
vaniſh. Yet I deny not but ſuch Oarhs are of great ad- 
vantage in a Publick Society : by rhe/e Princes are {:cured 
of their Subjets Allegiance, Generals of their Soldiers Fi- 
delity ; Subjeqs affertained their Princes will not degene- 
rate into Tyrants; Leagues confirm'd between Nations , 
Peace conferv'd among M22, Mutual Commerce anil 'Tra- 
ding ſecured, Liberties and Properties maintained, Contro- 
verſes and S:its decided; 


And amo:g thote the Oath ef Allegiance cha!lenges a Prime + 7Jyrare nibil 
place, being rcaliy and indeed a very facred Obligation ; eff alind quam 
(w/z. ) a calling of t God to wimnzis the Reality of our Dewm teftem 
Inien (911, ro keep inviolable that Faith and Obedience Mrs = 
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we 1112 promiſed and ſworn to our Superiors , the breach ,,7 :..nemdi- 


of wiiith is a moſt horrid Crime, a ſuperlative Perjury, citur jarare, 
very 
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very often ſeverely puniſhed in this World, and (withouc 
a fincere and unfeigned Repentance) will inevitably ruin us 
in the next. 

So that whatever we thus promiſe , we are as firmly 
obliged to perform , as the Wit of Man can contrive to 
bind us. | 

But notFichſtanding all this, the Oath of Allegiance, 
however ſolemnly adminiſtred, or however ſignificant or 
expreſs in it ſelf, adds nothing to the Duty of Obedience 
incumbent upon us as Subjets , without, and antecedent 
to the tormal Adminiltration of it; it may indeed corro- 
Locate and confirm the Obligation, by adding Perjury to 
our Diſobedience, but it cannot encreaſe or augment the 
Duty. 

And the very End and Deſign of the Oath , atteſts the 
ſame ; for though the Oath do particularly name the Su- 
pream Magiſtrate (becauſe he is Head of the whole Socie- 
ty), as if *ewere deſfign'd only for his Protetion and Sate- 
ty; yet we may rationally infer, That the Parliament 
( being conven'd for the good of the Publick ) who -in- 
vented this Oath, took it chemſelves, and impoſed it upon 
orhers, had in this Oath a more General and Notable In- 
rention , of a more Excellent and Tranſcendent Nature ; 
(viz.) to promote the Satety , Honour and Happineſs of 
the whole Society. This is evident from the Ridiculoul- 
nefs and Injuſtice of that acceptation ; for if the Oath of 
Allegiance be obligatory only in the former ſenſe 3 (wviz.) 
have reſpc& only to ths Protection and Safety of the 
King's Perſon, wichour having any Relation to the Peace 
and Welfare of the Publick? By chis Obligation our Re- 
preſentatives in Parliament, put both themſelves and us 
mto the hands of the Supream Power, to deftroy us at his 
pleaſure ; binding us by. th? moſt fol-min Obligations ima- 
ginable , even the Sacred Tics of the Oath of Allegiance, 
quictly to fſubmir to the Invaſions of our Liberties and 
Prop-rtics, Conhication of our Goods, Sequeſtration of 
our Eſtates, Prophanation of our Holy and Apoſtolick Re- 
ligion, by Superſtitious and Idolrtrous Practices ; and to all 
other barbarous Outrages that the Pride and Ambition of 
Man, or the Malice and Cruelty of Implacable Enemies, 
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could invent; which is a Solzciſm of ſo grand a Conſe- 
quence, as we may well think impoſſible for ſo Learns 
ed, Judicious, and Auguſt a Senate to impoſe upon.them- 
ſelves. 

Eſpecially if we conſider , that the Oath of Allegiance , 
taken only in the former Intention , confounds and de- 
ſtroys all other Conſtitutions of Parliament ; is oppoſite 
and deſtructive to the Fundamental Laws of Nature ; 
(viz. ) Self-Preſervaticn , and plainly repugnant to the. Di- 
vine Rules and Precepts, which ( to any Rational Man)) 
methinks ſhould be a ſufficient Argument to engage him 
to underſtand ic, in the: Second, and more Excellent Senſe, 
ſince *cis granted by all Men of Reaſon and Learning”, 
That Oaths are only obligatory in the Senſe of thoſe Per- 
ſons who invent and impoſe them, if their Intention may 
clearly and rationally appear from the words, as expreſſed 
in the Oath, 

Now the Oath of Allegiance , in different Circumſtances , 
being capable of a double Conſtruction , and both appa- 
rently agreeable to. the Intention and Deſign:of the Compo- 
ſers, I will a little illuſtrate. the Reaſonableneſs of this twa- 
fold ſignification. 

The Royal Authority being the Head of the Body Po- 
litick,, the Life of the Law, and the Soul of Govern- 
ment , 'tis not only highly reaſonable, but abſolutely 
neceſſary for the Publick Advantage and” Behoof, to 
fence and defend this Supream Magiſtrate againſt For- 
rein Enemies, and ſecure him from private Inſurreions at 
home. 

And to the end that Rebellion might prove abortive in 
the very Conception , and that Cockatrice Egg be cruth- 
ed ere it became a Serpent; the ſacred Tie of the Oarh 
of Allegiance was judged the molt effeual means to -pre- 
vent all Civil Wars, repel all open Hoſtilicy , and ſecure 
the whole Society of the intire Afﬀtections of every-particular 


Member. 


And the King being the Perſon to whom was com-- 


mitted the weighty and important Afﬀairs of the Nation, 


and in whoſe Management and Conduct, the Happineſs - 


or Miſery of the Publick does very much conſiſt. This 


Oath . 
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Oath of Fidelity was perſonally made to the Supream 
Magiſtrate, as Head , though really deſigned for the Ad- 
vancement and Promotion of the Peace, Happineſs and 
Safety of the whole Society. 

And for the Truth of this Afertion, I appeal to the 
Capacity of the meaneſt Reader , whether he can ſup- 

e, the Great Council of the Nation, Afſembled in Par- 
—— , Who compoſed this Oath of Fidelity, and en- 
joyn'd ir to be given to the Prince ; whether, I ſay, they 
deſign'd it only for the Preſervation and Safety of the 
King? Eſpecially when (by his own Option and Choice) 
he ſhould place his perſonal Intereſt and Safety in oppoſition 
to that of the Publick Weal? 

From- hence *ris evident, That in all ordinary and com- 
mon Circumſtances; that is, when the Intereſt of the Roy- 
al Authority , and the People, ( which always ought to 
be ) are in Conjunion, the Oath of Allegiance binds 
all Subjeas, both with Life and Fortune , to afliſt and 
defend the Supream Magiſtrate againſt all Stratagems 
and Hoſtilicies , whether publick or private. And the 
Reaſon of this is, becauſe che Prince is ſo nearly allied 
to the Publick, and ſo much a part of it, that the Safte- 
ty and Happineſs of the latter is, in a very high mea- 
ure, involved in the Proſperity and Welfare of the for- 
mer. 

But in great Exigencies, and Extraordinary JunRures of 
Aﬀairs, in which the Ruine and Deſtruction of the Pub- 
lick is inevitably involved (eſpecially if that National Ca- 
lamities be favoured, advanced and promoted by that 
Perſon whoſe particular Safery is deſign'd in the Oath, ) 
the promiſe of Fidelity in ſuch Circumſtances, bind on- 
ly in the latter, and more general Intention 3 for Kings 
were made for the People, not the People for Kings. 
And it is plain Madneſs to imagine any Obligation 


can bind us to haſten the Accompliſhment, not on- 


ly of our own, but the Publick Deſtruction ; becauſe 
uch Actions are Diamerrically oppolite of all Laws, both 
Natural, and Civil, and Divine. 


And 
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And that Extraordinary Contingencies are not to be 
regulated but by Extraordinary Methods, is plain and 
obvious from ſeveral Topicks. In Common and O:dina- 
ry Circumſtances, the Laws ſecure every min in his Li- 
berty and Property: Thus the breaking a private man's 
Houſe, forcibly ſeizing a man's Goods , or violently re- 
ſtraining his Perſon, are Adtions very unjuſt, and highly pu- 
niſhable. 

But in Extraordinary Caſes, theſe are no Rules ; but 
Necefficy has her Laws: As in time of a Raging Fa- 
mine, Propriety of Goods may be forced; Corn may 
by Violence be taken from private men, and fold for the 
publick Relief; In a Noyſome Plague, and InfeRious Pe- 
{tilence, tor the Comn:on Preſervation, Men may be re- 
ſtrained from Commerce, and confined to their Houles : 
and in an apparent apprehention of an Invaſion from a- 
broad , encouraged by a Party at home, Men may b# 
ſeized, or impriſoned , ar reſtrained to their Habita- 
tions. 

Thus Divine Providence Conſtituted the General Law 
of Nature to regulate th? Ordinary Courſe of things: but 
belide theſe, Miracles have bzen often effected, which the 
aforeſaid Law could never regulate : and yet theſe ſuper- 
natural and ſtupendious Works were always deſign'd for 
wholeſome and excellent Ends. Thus Nature her ſelf, 
tor her own preſervation in wacuums , &c. caufes Natural 
things to aft contrary to their Natural Motions , forcibl 
attracting heavy Bodies upward, and as impetuouſly compel- 
ling che light to deſcend. 

And che expreſs and poſitive Laws of the Dzcalogue, not- 
withſtanding the Solemnity of their Promulgation , toge- 
ther with the Evangelical Commands of the New Teſta- 
ment (though back'd with ſtupendious Miracles to atteſt 
their Divinity,) are null and void, when by cxtraordina- 
ry Circumſtances they are placed in oppoſition to the 
Works of Mercy, Charity or Neceflity. Our Saviour, 
contrming this Doctrine, Afat:h. 12. 11. faith , Thich 
of yu ſhall have one ſheep, ans if it fall int? a jit on the 
Sabbath day, will he not Iiy hold on it , and pluck « 
cut ? Notwithitanding the ſtrict Precept for the Sandtifi- 

E eation 


—_— CEE — 2 ae ms Mo ti a ——_— ——— 


A Dialogue between Two Friends. 


cation of that Day. And our ftricteſt Caſuiſts ( in caſe 
of Neceffity) allow Apethecaries ro. Compound Medicines, 
Mariners to foilow their daily Labours, and Midwives to 
do their Office upon the Lord's Day; and all this for the 
preſervation of particular Perſons. 

So that the Natural Conſequence from hence, is , That 
if the preſervation of a few Individuals be more accepta- 
ble to God, than the ſtricteſt Litteral Obſervance of his 
Laws; and the Deliverance of the Publick from Ruine 
and Deftruction, a Matter of ſuch grand Importance, 
ſuch abſoluce Neceflity , as can confecrate the Violation 
of poſitive Laws, both Humane and Divine. "Then our 
preſent Obligation , (viz ) the Oath of Allegiance, Net to 
take up Arms agoinſt the King, upen any pretence whatſocver, 
car: be obligatoiy only in the I iteral Senſe, when the 
Intereſt of the Supream Magiſtrate is in Conjuncti- 
on with Publick Safety and Happineſs, and has no 
Relation to his particular Intreagues, or Perional Hu- 
mours. 

And if the Royal Authority (as in our late Circum- 
ſtances) be ſo deeply infatuared by the wicked Coun- 
fels of Impious and Seltended Mz:n, as to fever his 
Peace, Proſperity and Quiet from that of the whole 
Nation , and illegally to proſecute that Advice fo far, 
as to place his own Saltety, Happinels and "Tranquility, 
in Oppofition to the Satery, Welfare and Security ot all 
his People; the Oarh cf Allegiance is then looſe, as to 
him, and obligatory only m- the latter and more Excellence 
Senſe. 

Fac. But all Oaths, when once taken, (it impoſed 
By a Lawful Authority, and Legal Oatts) do fo far 
inveſt the Perſons ſworn to, with a Right to the thing 
fworn , that the Perſon ſwearing has no Power of him- 
If ( without the other's Confene) to retrieve that pre- 
miſe, unleſs by Violence and manifeſt Injuſtice. Now 
the Oath of Allegiance being a Lawjul Oath , impo- 
ſed by a Competent Authority , my taking this Oath 
invetted the King with a Kight to my Fidclicy 
and Obcdicnce; That withour the Approbation of 
his Royal Perſcn, *ris nor only unjuſt, but even im- 
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poſlible- co diveſt him of it, and confer it 'upon+ ano- 
ther. 

Fl. Right! The former part of your Aflcition is true, 
the Oath of Allegiance is a Lawtul Oath, and i1mpo- 
fed by a lufficienc Authority ; yet His Myeſty, betore 
you took this Oath, was inveſted with _ as undoubted 
Right to your Obedience, and in as full and ample 
a manner , as it you had taken the Oath a Thouſand 
tim?s. Neicher indeed has che Supream Magiſtrace Pow- 
cr to ablolve you from this Obligation ; And the Rea- 
ſon of this is maniteſt; for the Daty of Allegtance does 
ſo mightily conduce to promote the Advantage and Hap- 
pineſs of the whole Society, thar the Publick in Gene- 
ral, (of which che Sup:cam Magiſtrate 1s but a part } 
Challenges ſo large a Concernment in it, that 'tis a 
manifeſt Wrong, an apparent Injuſtice, for a particular per- 
lon (though never ſo great) to dilpence with che undoubred 
Birthrighe of every Subject. 

So that ſhould the Oath be taken only in the firſt ac- 
ceptation , as you ſeem plainly ro underſtantl it, (wiz.) 
to have Relation only to the Safery and Preſervation 
of the King's Perſon , without an Eye to the Publick 
Welfare and Security , the Oath , in chat Sznſe, is nor 
Obligatory , but, ip/9 fucto, void from the very impo- 
ſing. 

Ind the Reaſon of this is plain and obvious, becauſe 
all Oaths, or Promiſlory Obligations, that are contrary 
to our Duty to our God , our Neighbour, or our ſelves ; 
repugnant to Piety , Juſtice or Charity , are invalid, and 
bind not. Rei illicite nulla obligatio , 15 a Maxim fo con- 
{onant to the Dodrine of the Goſpel, that no Chriſtian 
(I ſuppoſe) has a face to deny it. And that the Oath of Al- 
legiance, in your ſenſe, is Res illicita, is ealily manifeſted from 
ſeveral Topicks. 

Firſt, From its Oppoſition to Piety , and DeſtruRiveneſ; 
to Religion. His Majeſty to whom you have given this 
Oath of Fidelity, is by Profefliazy a Koman Catholick ; 
and], qua tals, he is obliged, not only by the Principles 
of his Religion, but ſ#b pznz4, of Excommunication, Depo- 
fition, yea, Damnation, to extirpate the Proteſtant Religion, 
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to the utmolt of his Power, and to propagate Superſtition 
and Idolatry in its room. 

Now your Notion of the Oath of Allegiance , 1s both 
a Licenſe and Encouragement to fuch a an Magi- 
ſtrate, actually to free himſelf from the Tyes of ſuch 
Powerful and Terrifying Obligations, by proſecuting the 
Buſineſs: For when his Perſon and Government is ſecured 
(under the penalty of Perjury, and puniſhment of Rebellion) 
againſt all Reſiſtance and Oppoſition from the Publick, what 
Block can hinder him from working out his Liberty, ſetting 
up his Superſticion , Idolatry, and approving himlelf to his 
Holy Father, by ſubverting our Laws, deſtroying our Religi- 
on, and by ſeverely puniſhing thoſe who obſtinately oppoſe 
his Arbitra: y Proceedings ? 

Beſide, it the Oath of Allegiance, (viz.) Net to take up Arms 
againſt the King, upon any pretence whatſoever ; but to afliſt his 
Majeſty with Life, Limb, and Terrene Honour, be to be un- 
derſtood particularly of the King's Perſon; by this Argument, 
it a King degenerate to a Fulian, his Subjes arc (by all fa- 
cred Obligations) bound. to afliſt him with their utmoſt Abili- 
ties, in demoliſhing the Temples and Houſes of God, exter- 
minating their Religion, burning their Bibles, and. baniſhing 
the Goſpel from his Territories, and by their endeavours to 
introduce Pagani/m, and cſtabliſh the Worſhip of Infidels. 

Secondly, The Oath of Allegiance in this Senſe is not Obliga- 
rory; becauſe of its contrariety to Juſtice and Righteouſneſs : 
Politick Juſtice commands us to ſupport as well as obey all the 
wholeſom Laws of that Society we are Members of ; and the 
Divine Precepts enjoyn us to protect the Innocent, relieve the 
Needy, and defend the Oppretled ; which are Mandates very 
inconſiſtent with your Notion of the Oath of Allegiance : tor 


according to your Interpretation of that Obligation, all Sub- 


jets are obliged to ſupport and defend the Supream Magiſtrate 
in all his Proceedings, as well when he oppreſles the Loyal and 
Innocent, as when he puniſhes the Guiley and Criminal ; as 
vigorouſly in his Encroachments upon the Liberties and Pro- 
perties of the Subject (if he pleaſe ro invade them) as- in 

maintaining his own Juſt Rights and Prerogatives. 
But Thzrdly, Whatfoever Plea or Obje&tion may be made 
againlt the two former, there is in the Oath of Allegiance, ta- 
ken 
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ken in the aforeſaid ſenſe, fach an evident Repugnancy to 
that Eminent and Evangelical Duty, Charity, ſo frequently 
inculcated in ſacred Scripture, that that alone doth ſufficiently 
evidence the Invalidity of che Obligation. 

The Duties of Mercy and Charity, arc not only the Advice 
and Counſel of our Saviour, but his expreſs and politive Com- 
mands, (viz) That we ſhew Mercy as our Hzavenly Father 
is merciful; cthac wedeal by others as we would be dealt with 
in the like Circumſtances : Merciful not only co Mens: Bodies, 
the periſhing part, but chiefly to their Souls, that are Immor- 
tal, and mult live for ever ; that we may (as much as in us 
lies) promote and ſet forward the ſalvation of all men; not to 
detract from, or add to the Word of God, nor to comply 
with choſe that do ir, but uncorruptedly to teach it to our ſons, 
and our ſons ſons. 

Now the Oath of Allegiance, in the aforeſaid acceptation, can 


never be reconciled to this Doctrine ; for that Obligation, 


(whenever the Supream Magjltrate pleaſes) deſtroys Chiiſtia- 
nity, confirms the H:bbian Principle, opens-a door to Fopery: 
Turciſm, Apoſtacy, Acheiſm, or what elſe that Magiſtrate 
ſhall pleaſe to introduce. 

And whatever Objection may be produced againſt it from 
our fins ; (wviz.) that they are as numerous and great as the 
Tranſgreflions of Sodom, unparallel and provoking as the 
Wickedneſs of Samaria, that our obſtinate contempt, and vo- 

luntary abuſe of his Evangelical Mzrcies,, cry aloud to Divine 
| Juſtice, ar leaſt, to obſcure and darken his Goſpel, if not to- 
tally ro deprive us of it, yet theſe can never juſtifie our Pro- 
ceedings to future Ages, or yicld any pretence to a Plea, to 


free us trom our Duty of Chriſtian Charity, to the Infants of ' 


our Time, and the Children yet unborn, which doubtleſs are 
not criminals upon this account, which notwithſtanding will 
(by this unparallel ſtupidity of ours, under the Mask or Vi- 
zard of Loyalty) bz (as by a fatal aud peremptory Decree) 
for ever deprived of che: knowledge of the right worſhip of 
God, and inevitably involve them iato ſuch a lamentable con- 
dition, as will certainly render th2m cicher in defiance of Gol 
their Creator, or in ignorance of a ſaving knowledge of their 
bleſſed Redeemer. 


The: 
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The Natural Conſequence from the whole is, That the Oath 
ef All:giance can only bind in the hrſt ſenſe, when*cis in order 
eo eff2c+ che ſecond; char is, it only obliges us co protect and 
detend the Intereſt of the Supream Magiſtrate, when his Inte- 
reſt is iubſervient to the welfare of the whole Society. But if 
bigorted Zeal, hwghty Ambicion, or wicked Counſellors, be 
{o prevalent with the Prince, as to abliterate his Duty to the 
Publick, and up9n private Picks and Humors, deſtroy the 
I aws, ſubvercReligion, neglect all the Methods of Govern- 
ment, and ſeparate his own Hippinels from the Safety and 
Welfare of the Publick; the Oath in the former ſenſe is void 
and inobliparory. 

And the Reaſon of this Conſequence is very plain, becauſe 
men are under former Obl:gations to che contrary : For inthe 

Japtiſmal Vow, (which is commonly the firſt men make,) 
they oblige themſelves by that Covenant made with God, to 
perform all Chriſtian Dutics, which reſpe& either God, their 
Neighbours or themſelves, and eſpecially to the Works of Pic- 
ty, Juſtice and Charity. Now After-Obl:gations can never 
bind ſuch to oppoſite Duties; Obligatio prior prajudicat poſteriori ; 
as incaſe of Marriage, © A Pre-contract with one Party, void- 
*eth After contracts wich any orher : And if a man convey 
© Lands to ſeveral Perſons, by Deeds of ſeveral Dates, the 
* hrſt Conveyance ſtands in force, and all the reſt arc void. 
Thus the Oath of Allegiance (though delign'd and taken in 
your ſenſe) becomes void and inobligatory, becauſe it finds 
men formerly engaged to contrary Duties. 
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French King, to carry uw on, an to eſtablith Popery in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, as they are fer down in the Hiſtory of the Dutth War, printed in 
French at Paris, with the privilcge of the French King in 1582. Which Book 
He cauſcd to ve immediately ſuppreſied ar the Inſtance of the Englyh Em- 
baſſador. Fel. 
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and Wadſworth, abou! Religion. x 
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AGREEMENT 


Betwixt the 


P, eſent and the Former Government : 


Or, a Discourss of This Monarchy, 
whether Elefive or Hereditary ? 


Allo, of Abdication, Vacancy, Interregnam, Preſent 
Poſſeſſ on of the Crown, and the Reputation of 
the Church of England. 


With an Atw to Objeions, thence ariſing, againſt taking 
the new Oath of Allegiance, 


For the SatisfaQtion of the Scrupuloue. 


By a Divine of the Church of England, the Author of a little 
Tract, entituled, Obedience due to the Preſent King, notwith- 
ſtanding our Oaths to the Former. | 
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